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FINAL PAPER: PROJECT PROPOSAL 

Due Friday, March 18, 11:30 AM 
Please turn in a hard copy in person or to my mailbox, or send a PDF by email. 

 
 
GOALS: Consolidate all the progress you’ve made so far into a single document.  

Synthesize your reference materials before you get to the very end of the project.  
Set up a tentative timeline to keep yourself on track as you move forward. 

 
Write up what you’ve learned about your topic so far, and your plans for proceeding. 4-5 pages is 
probably a reasonable length. More importantly, though, make sure to explain, concretely, the substance 
of your project.1 Your discussion should include the following: 
 
• Research question.  This should be fairly specific. Remember: papers with this question very near 

the top are rated more highly than those that give pages of background before identifying a question. 
 
• Literature review.  Contextualize your question. What is already known about your topic? How will 

your project build on previous work? Are there papers you still need to read, or topics you still need 
to look into? 

 
• Methodology and analysis.  How are you planning to investigate your question? You may still not 

have all of the details worked out; that’s fine. Be honest: explain what you know, and identify the 
points that you still need to work out. Address issues including the following: 

 
• Who will your subjects will be? How will you recruit them? If you’re working with a corpus 

instead of subjects, which one(s) will you use? Do you have the technical skills you need? 
• What data you will collect? How will you do this? What will you ask your subjects to do? 
• Does your work need IRB review? 
• What (if any) equipment or resources will you need? This could include software, recording 

equipment, money to pay experimental subjects, pictures or toys for eliciting data, access to the 
phonetics lab, training in Praat, etc. 

• How will you analyze your data once you have it? What will you need to do to turn the messy 
details of human behavior into an answer to your question? 

 
Remember the warning about great questions followed by great methods that don’t actually address 
the question; make sure you’re clear on how this method will give you the kind of answer you want. 
 

• Timeline.  When are you hoping to get each of these stages done? Give tentative target dates for each 
of the following milestones, aiming to finish everything by the end of spring quarter (or whenever 
you plan to finish, if you’ll be away next quarter): 

 
• Finish planning data collection, including identifying subjects (if this will be trickier than 

recruiting English-speaking Stanford undergrads), creating any stimuli, and any experimental 
design. 

• Finish collecting data. 
• Finish data analysis. 
• Write up and submit final paper. 
• Anything else you can think of. 

                                            
1 Don’t go into unnecessary detail, though. This means not necessarily explaining every single thing you’ve learned, 
thought about, discussed, etc. Even if everything you’ve read has been informative and interesting, some of the 
exciting details are probably not relevant to what you’re actually ultimately planning to do. 


