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STANFORD UNIVERSITY 
LINGUISTICS 197: UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH SEMINAR 
 
Winter 2011  

                           
 
Class    Mondays, Wednesdays 11:00 – 11:50, 260-008 
 
Course website  http://www.stanford.edu/~kfpotts/w11-linguist197.html 
 
Useful people  Instructor:   Kathryn Flack Potts 

Email:   kfpotts@stanford.edu  
     Office:   460-118 

Office hours: By appointment; I’m usually around most of the day on Mondays 
and Wednesdays. 

To sign up for an appointment: http://www.jifflenow.com/grp/Kathryn_Flack_Potts 
 
Undergraduate Research Mentor: Eric Acton 
Email: eacton@stanford.edu 
Office: 460-123 
Meetings:   By appointment, any time. 

 
Course description Research goals and methods in linguistics and related disciplines. Students work on a 

small project to define a focus for their linguistic studies and prepare for honors 
research. Presentations; final paper. 

 
                           
GRADING CRITERIA 
 
50% assignments 
 

By the end of the quarter, everyone should have a research project underway, with a narrowly-defined 
topic and a plan for collecting and analyzing novel data. Towards this goal, a short written assignment 
(e.g. a discussion of an article related to your topic, tentative data collection plan, or other progress 
report) will typically be due each week. At the end of the quarter, you’ll give a formal presentation of 
your project and turn in a final paper outlining your progress and future plans. 
 

50% attendance and participation 
 

Class time in this course will focus primarily on developing research skills, including discussions of 
identifying interesting, tractable projects, collecting data and working with the IRB, presenting novel 
results in formal papers and presentations, and finding opportunities and resources for doing your 
own research. This course is intended to give you the tools to complete your junior research paper, 
and to engage in any future research of interest to you. As such, your success depends on regular 
attendance and active engagement. 
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OTHER COURSE POLICIES 
 
Assignments 
 

Homework will be announced in class and on the class webpage. It is your responsibility to be aware 
of when assignments are due; there will typically be a short written assignment due each week. 

 
Like you, assignments are expected to appear promptly at the beginning of class on the day they are 
due. I’m also happy to accept assignments by e-mail (PDFs, please) or turned in to my mailbox in the 
linguistics department, as long as they arrive by class time.  

 
If dire circumstances will keep you from completing an assignment on time, you must make 
alternate arrangements before the assignment is due.  

 
On written work  
 

Unless I say otherwise (as for papers), I don’t care whether written work is typed or handwritten. 
However, all work should be easy to understand. This means it must be: 

 
...legible. If you have messy handwriting, you should make a serious effort to write clearly, or 

consider typing. If your printer is running out of ink and prints only in yellow and pink stripes, 
please find another printer. I must be able to comfortably read your work, otherwise it won’t 
receive a grade. 

 
...correctly spelled. Linguists don’t care about spelling; however, readers do. 
 
...clearly organized. When you’re explaining complex data or making an intricate argument, it takes a 

fair amount of thought to make sure you express your ideas clearly. Think about what points you 
want to make, and how you want to explain them, before you start writing.  

 
Academic honesty 
 

You are expected to be familiar with, and to uphold, Stanford’s honor code 
(http://www.stanford.edu/dept/vpsa/judicialaffairs/guiding/honorcode.htm). Any student whose 
behavior in this course is found to be in violation of the honor code will not receive credit for the 
course; penalties for violation can also go beyond the bounds of this course (e.g. suspension, or even 
expulsion). Please feel free to ask, in class or in private, if you have any questions about how the 
honor code relates to this course. 
 

Students with documented disabilities 
 

Students who may need an academic accommodation based on the impact of a disability must initiate 
the request with the Student Disability Resource Center (SDRC) located within the Office of 
Accessible Education (OAE). SDRC staff will evaluate the request with required documentation, 
recommend reasonable accommodations, and prepare an Accommodation Letter for faculty dated in 
the current quarter in which the request is being made. Students should contact the SDRC as soon as 
possible since timely notice is needed to coordinate accommodations. The OAE is located at 563 
Salvatierra Walk (phone: 723-1066). Students are also encouraged to meet with faculty in private to 
discuss specific needs and/or to make arrangements for accommodations. 
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
 
Assignments listed here are subject to change. It is your responsibility to be aware of when assignments 
are due; the course website will always show an up-to-date list of deadlines. 
 

  Topic Assignments due 
Monday 
January 3 Organizational meeting  

Week 1 Wednesday 
January 5 Finding references Info sheet 

Thoughts on topics, etc. 
Monday 
January 10 

Keeping projects organized  
Backups, reference software Reference report 

Week 2 Wednesday 
January 12 Choosing/working with faculty advisers  

Monday 
January 17 No class: Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Week 3 Wednesday 
January 19 Meghan Sumner: experiment design Reference report: 2 papers; 

progress/thoughts 
Monday 
January 24 No class; meet with KFP or EA instead Meet with KFP or EA 

Week 4 Wednesday 
January 26 Steps in projects; general updates Reference report, status 

update 
Monday 
January 31 Brian Thomas, UAR  

Week 5 Wednesday 
February 2 Discuss previous JRPs Status update; read a JRP 

Monday 
February 7 IRB  

Week 6 Wednesday 
February 9 Project updates Status update 

Monday 
February 14 

David Clausen: working with corpora  
Week 7 Wednesday 

February 16 Scott Grimm: LaTeX Status update 

Monday 
February 21 No class: President’s Day 

Week 8 Wednesday 
February 23 Vera Gribanova: research projects Status update; meet with a 

faculty member 
Monday 
February 28 Planning project timelines  

Week 9 Wednesday 
March 2 Jackie Ward: Career Development Center  

Monday 
March 7 

Presentations: Samara, Josh, Anna, 
Miriam  

Week 10 Wednesday 
March 9 

Presentations: Isaac, Zoe, Lydia, Ellie, 
Jasmine  

 
 

Friday 
March 18 
11:30 AM 

Final project proposals due 

 
 
JUNIOR RESEARCH PAPER: GENERAL INFORMATION 
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In their junior year, majors must fulfill a primary research paper requirement (usually 10-15 pages). The 
Junior Research Paper should be submitted June by the end of the junior year. Any alternative 
arrangements must be approved the Undergraduate Advisor.  
 
“Primary research” typically involves a mix of practical work (analysis of experimental data, corpus data, 
or fieldwork) in combination with study of secondary sources (library work). The objective of the 
research paper is to provide an opportunity to learn how to do research and to work closely with a faculty 
member. It involves: 

 
• Developing a research question 
• Collecting data, introspecting examples, etc. 
• Presenting results. 

 
Skills developed in this context are useful in any future career, and will also allow you to explore whether 
or not you wish to apply for honors. If you do, the honors thesis might arise out of the research paper, or it 
might be on a different topic altogether. In any event, the research skills acquired can be transferred to the 
task of writing the thesis.  
 
The Undergraduate Research Seminar (LINGUIST 197) will provide support for developing the Junior 
Research Paper. Most students will complete this paper in the following spring quarter, while registered 
for 2 credits of independent study (199) with their chosen faculty adviser for the project. The Junior 
Research Paper may form the basis of your Honors Thesis Proposal.  
 
A copy of the research paper must be filed with the chair of the Undergraduate Studies Committee, who 
will pass it on, after review, to the Student Services Officer for filing; it must have the Junior Research 
Paper Report attached as a cover sheet. Note two copies of the Research Paper will be required, one for 
the faculty member, and one for the Department. Copies of sample research papers will be kept in the 
Linguistics Library. 


