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Publishers Around the World 
Need to Learn How to Print 

Lester Earnest
2019.05.27 

 
After handwriting was invented in 
various places around the world, stories 
were composed on various media and, 
depending on local conventions, texts 
went from left to right, right to left, or 
from the top down. There was no 
copying technology for thousands of 
years, so those stories were copied by 
hand using handwriting.  
     As a natural result, some stories 
were altered in that process as the 
rewriters misspelled or changed words 
or even inserted stories of their own. 
     Eventually printing was invented, 
which greatly reduced reproduction 
costs and enabled the creation of 
magazines, newspapers, and books. 
However, the people doing that took it 
upon themselves to rearrange the 
columns so that they looked like 
rectangles. Thus, Abraham Lincoln’s  
Gettysburg Address of 1873 looked like 
this. 
 

Fourscore and seven years ago our 
fathers brought forth on this continent, a 
new nation, conceived in Liberty, and 
dedicated to the proposition that all men 
are created equal. 

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, 
testing whether that nation, or any nation 
so conceived and so dedicated, can long 
endure. We are met on a great battle-
field of that war. We have come to 
dedicate a portion of that field, as a final 
resting place for those who here gave 
their lives that that nation might live. It is 
altogether fitting and proper that we 
should do this. 

But, in a larger sense, we can not 
dedicate--we can not consecrate--we 
can not hallow--this ground. The brave 
men, living and dead, who struggled 
here, have consecrated it, far above our 
poor power to add or detract. The world 
will little note, nor long remember what 
we say here, but it can never forget what 
they did here. It is for us the living, rather, 
to be dedicated here to the unfinished 
work which they who fought here have 
thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for 
us to be here dedicated to the great task 
remaining before us--that from these 
honored dead we take increased 
devotion to that cause for which they 
gave the last full measure of devotion--
that we here highly resolve that these 
dead shall not have died in vain--that this 
nation, under God, shall have a new birth 
of freedom-and that government of the 
people, by the people, for the people 
shall not perish from the earth. 

Never mind that “God” is a very 
ambiguous term. The spacing between 
words above is variable and in the 
second paragraph the word “battlefield” 
is split in  two with a hyphen inserted, 
which makes it harder to read, and 
easier to misread, especially for people 
who are somewhat dyslexic, like me. 
When still narrower columns are used, 
even more words must be split in two, 
making it a messier read. 

As soon as computerniks entered the 
printing business, as I did in 1966, we 
went for a more natural presentation, 
with the left edge of the text being 
uniformly vertical and the right edge 
being ragged, with no hyphens being 
used to break words in two, which made 
it easier to read. 

https://web.stanford.edu/~learnest/
https://dyslexiaida.org/definition-of-dyslexia/
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Below is the Gettysburg Address shown 
in this more accurately readable form. I 
recommend that publishers stop trying 
to impress us with their ability to shape 
texts into rectangles and instead focus 
on making it easy to read, 

Fourscore and seven years ago our 
fathers brought forth on this continent, a 
new nation, conceived in Liberty, and 
dedicated to the proposition that all men 
are created equal. 

Now we are engaged in a great civil 
war, testing whether that nation, or any 
nation so conceived and so dedicated, 
can long endure. We are met on a great 
battle-field of that war. We have come to 
dedicate a portion of that field, as a final 
resting place for those who here gave 
their lives that that nation might live. It is 
altogether fitting and proper that we 
should do this. 

But, in a larger sense, we can not 
dedicate--we can not consecrate--we 
can not hallow--this ground. The brave 
men, living and dead, who struggled 
here, have consecrated it, far above our 
poor power to add or detract. The world 
will little note, nor long remember what 
we say here, but it can never forget 
what they did here. It is for us the living, 
rather, to be dedicated here to the 
unfinished work which they who fought 
here have thus far so nobly advanced. It 
is rather for us to be here dedicated to 
the great task remaining before us-that 
from these honored dead we take 
increased devotion to that cause for 
which they gave the last full measure of 
devotion-that we here highly resolve that 
these dead shall not have died in vain-
that this nation, under God, shall have a 
new birth of freedom--and that 
government of the people, by the 

people, for the people shall not perish 
from the earth. 

Of course, some publishers will point 
their noises in the air and continue using 
their oddball geometry.  
 
If it is a magazine or newspaper, I 
suggest that you unsubscribe and tell 
them why you are doing that. 


