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Syllabus for Education 366 
Trends and Issues in Reading and Writing 

This course is intended to provide students with a survey of current trends and issues in literacy and literacy 
instruction.  Research, theory and implications for practice will be examined and reviewed in each of the topical 
areas.  This course is also intended to provide a framework for other coursework in reading and literacy.  
Handbook of Reading Research Vols. I, II, III on reserve, Cubberly Library.  Materials from National Reading 
Panel are also on reserve and available online at: 

http://www.nichd.nih.gov/publications/nrppubskey.cfm  

WEEK TOPIC  READINGS 
 1 Introduction, etc.  Syllabus, etc.  
 2 Phonics and 

Phonemic 
Awareness 

 National Reading Panel Report 

 3 Phonics and 
Phonemic 
Awareness 

 Continued 

 4 Fluency and 
Reading Practice 

 National Reading Panel Report 

 5 Comprehension 
instruction 

 Duke; National Reading Panel Report, Rand Report 

 6 Assessment  Valencia & Wixson 
 7 Second language 

reading 
 Bernhardt, E.; Garcia, E., Pang & Kamil 

 8 Teacher Education  Duffy, et al.; National Reading Panel Report (two articles) 
 9 Technology  Kamil, Intrator, & Kim, National Reading Panel Report 
10 Wrap-up, 

Presentations 
  

Requirements 

1.  Weekly syntheses of and reactions (3 page maximum) to the readings assigned.  Each will be due the 
class of the topical discussion, except for the first week.  One additional research article will be required 
reading each week.  (These may not be articles by the same author or authors.  They also have to come from 
literacy journals other than The Reading Teacher and Journal of Reading.)  The choice of this additional 
reading will be the responsibility of each student. 

2.  One additional contracted product.  Each student will contract with the instructor for an additional, more 
substantial product.  Examples might include a review of research or practice in an unassigned area or topic, a 
paper exploring in more depth one of the assigned topics, etc.  The contract should specify what type of 
project, how long, what the contents will be, specifically, and where you will find the materials on which the 
project will be based.  This should be approved by the fifth week. 
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3.  Attendance and participation.  Students will be expected to attend all classes, having completed the 
assigned and self-selected readings, and contribute to the discussion. 

4. Self assessment.  Each student will complete a self-assessment of performance in the course, including 
performance in each of the areas in the three preceding paragraphs. 

If you need accommodations of some sort for this class due to a disability, see the Disability Resource Center as 
soon as possible to request these.  The School of Education and the instructors in this course will cooperate with 
the DRC.  The DRC is located at 563 Salvatierra Walk.  
(http://www.stanford.edu/dept/ocr/access/student.html)  
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