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Syllabus for
Reading in a Second Language (364X)
Objectives:
This course will assst studentsin making a critical examination of the theories and research related to
learning to read in a second language. Learning to read in a second language will be discussed in the
contexts of both children and adult learners. Students will become familiar with the smilarities and
differences between first- and second-language theories and research on learning to read. Applications

of research findings to pedagogy will be emphasized. Assgnments and specific additiona readings will
be determined by the interests of the class.

Week One Nature of L2 Reading. Relevance of L1 reading research to L2 reading
research. Discussion of perspectives on reading: reader-based, text-based,
information processing, socid. Differences, smilarities and overlap among these

perspectives.

Week Two Introduction to the database of studies of second language reading.

Week Three Word leve issuesin reading

Week Four Text-based factors that impact on L2 reading comprehenson. Role of
comprehension drategies. Role of orthography and syntax.

Week Five Role of vocabulary in learning a second language. Relevance of L1 vocabulary
research for L2 reading.

Week Six Knowledge-driven aspects of reading in L2. Prior knowlege issues. Synthess of
perspectives on L2 reading and L2 reading research.

Week Seven Ingtructiond issuesin teaching L2 reading. Role of reading strategiesin L2

reading; relevance of L1 strategy research. Synthesis of current research issues
in curriculum and indruction. 1ssues of trandfer.

Week Eight Instructiona issues, cont'd
Week Nine Work of Nationd Literacy Pand
Week Ten Wrap-up, presentations, evaluation
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Required readings (On Reserve)

Bernhardt, E. B. (1991). Reading development in a second language : theoretical, empirical, and
classroom perspectives. Norwood, NJ: Ablex.

Bernhardt, E. B. (2000). Second Language Reading as a Case Study of Reading Scholarship in the
Twentieth Century. In Kamil, M., Mosenthd, P., Pearson, P. D., and Barr, R., (Eds.).
Handbook of Reading Research, Volume I11. Mahwah, New Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum
Associates.

Bernhardt-Kamil, E., & Kamil, M. L. (1998). Literacy ingtruction for non-native speakers of English.
In M. Graves, C. Juel, &. B. Graves. Teaching Reading in the 21st Century. Bogton: Allyn
and Bacon (pp. 432-475).

Garcia, G. (2000). Bilingual Children's Reading. In Kamil, M., Mosenthd, P., Pearson, P. D., and
Barr, R., (Eds.). Handbook of Reading Research, Volume I11. Mahwah, New Jersey:
Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Pang, E. S, & Kamil, M. L. (InPress). Second Language Issuesin Early Literacy and Instruction
(Available as handout.)

Weber, R. (1991). Linguigtic diversity and Reading in American Society. In Barr, R., Kamil, M.,
Mosenthal, P., & Pearson, P. D., (Eds.). Handbook Of Reading Research, Volume Il. New
York: Longman, Inc.



