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History106B: Global Human Geography (Part II: Europe, Russia, the Americans and the Pacific)

Winter Quarter 2009

Instructor:  Martin W. Lewis

226 Lane Hall (Bldg 200); 725-9424; mwlewis@stanford.edu
Office Hours:  Tue./Thurs. 1:00-3:00, and by appointment

Course Goals

Global Human Geography is designed to provide the comprehensive framework of knowledge necessary for understanding contemporary global issues.  It entails a systematic examination of the map of the world, seeking to explain how places differ from each other, how they are interconnected, and why those differences and connections are important.  As a geography course, IR 161/Hist. 106 makes extensive use of maps to show both the distinctions between and the connections among the disparate parts of the world.  The ultimate aim of the course is to provide the foundation needed to follow, with ease, the coverage of international events found in such publications as The New York Times.  


IR 161/Hist. 106 is organized both regionally and thematically.  The highest-order division is geographical, dividing the world into a dozen or so “world areas” or macro-regions that are variably defined by common historical, cultural, or political criteria.  As can be seen in the course schedule below, each week is devoted to a specific region, beginning with Europe and ending with Australia and the Pacific.  None of these regions should be regarded as “natural” divisions of the world; all are intellectual constructs that make use of debatable boundary lines and, in some cases, rather arbitrary classifications.  Still, such regions are essential for making sense of the globe.  


Each world region will be examined through the lenses of five distinct themes.  These themes are, in order of presentation, the geopolitical framework, the physical environment, population and settlement patterns, cultural coherence and diversity, and economic and social development. Discussions of the “geopolitical framework” focus on the division of the region in question into discrete states and territories, paying particular attention to border issues and potential and actual conflicts. Environmental issues are discussed in the second section, which is devoted to the physical environment “Population and settlement patterns” involves the distribution of population within the given region, as well as patterns of urbanization and land use.  Sections devoted to “cultural coherence and diversity” examine what – if anything – culturally unites the given world region, and, more importantly, what kinds of cultural diversity characterize it.  Emphasized here are issues of language, religion, and ethnic identity.  The final portion of each world-regional presentation – “economic and social development ” – examines issues of wealth and poverty, forms of economic life, and social indicators of well-being. Note that the order of presentation of these major themes is slightly different in the textbook.


Although lectures will be devoted primarily to elucidating that patterns that differentiate the world into distinctive regions and places, we will also be concerned with the linkages that knit the world into a single, interconnected whole.  Such connections are frequently discussed under the rubric of globalization.  Most scholars would agree that the ligaments of globalization are, in general, growing stronger and becoming more important with each passing decade.  As a result, a significant portion of the class is devoted to issues of globalization.  


As the world is too large to be covered in a single quarter, Global Human Geography is divided into two separate classes.  The fall quarter class covers Asia and Africa, while the winter quarter class covers Europe, Russia, Central Asia, the Americas, and the Pacific. The first course is not a prerequisite for the second.

Grading and Readings

 The final grade for the course will be determined on the basis of a mid-term examination, a final examination, and class discussion. 

Mid-term Examination.  The mid-term exam will use a multiple-choice format, and most questions will involve the use of maps.  (Examples of several possible questions will be circulated prior to the mid-term).  The mid-term, which emphasizes the acquisition of basic geographical knowledge, is worth 30 per cent of the final grade. 

Final Examination. The final exam will have two distinct parts.  Part One will be structured exactly like the mid-term, covering the second half of the course material.  Part Two is designed to assess one’s ability to conceptualize global issues and reason about global problems using the foundation of geographical knowledge acquired during the quarter.  Students will be asked to answer one out of five essay questions.  A list of possible essay questions – several of which will appear on the final exam – will be circulated during the last week of class. The final examination is worth 60 percent of the final grade (30% multiple choice section; 30% essay section).  

Discussion.  All students will be expected to participate in the class discussion sections. Please bring an informed, considered question to each section to serve as a springboard for class discussions. 


Grading Recap


Mid-term: 
30 points  


Final Exam:  
60 points  


Discussion:
10 points 

 
Readings.  All required readings are drawn from Diversity Amid Globalization: World Regions, Environment, Development (fourth edition) by Rowntree et al.  (Prentice Hall).  

Course Schedule    

Dates


Topic




Reading


Jan. 
7

Introduction




Chapters 1, 2 










(optional)


Jan. 
9

Europe, Geopolitics



Chapter 8


Jan. 
12

Europe, Environment






Jan. 
14

Europe, Demography



Jan.
16

Europe, Culture



Jan 
21

Europe, Development



Jan. 
23

Russia, Geopolitics



Chapter 9

Jan. 
26

Russia, Demography, Environment




Jan. 
28

Russia, Culture





Jan.    
30

Russia, Development











Chapter 10

Feb.
2

Central Asia, Geopolitics, Demography, Environment



Feb. 
4

Central Asia, Culture


Feb. 
6

Central Asia, Development


Feb. 
9


EXAM

Feb. 
11

Latin America, Geopolitics


Chapter 4


Feb.
13

Latin America, Environment



Feb. 
18

Latin America, Demography


Feb. 
20

Latin America, Culture

Feb. 
23

Latin America, Development

Feb.     25

Caribbean, Geopolitics, Environment
  
Chapter 5
Feb.     27

Caribbean, Demography, Culture

March  2

Caribbean, Development,

March
4

Australia & the Pacific, Geopolitics

Chapter 14
March 6

Australia & the Pacific, Env., Demography


March 
9

Australia & the Pacific, Culture, Development


March 11

North America, Geopolitics, Demography 
Chapter 3

March 13 

North America, Culture


