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Morphology of femtosecond-laser-ablated borosilicate glass surfaces
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We study the morphology of borosilicate glass surface machined by femtosecond laser pulses. Our
observations show that a thin rim is formed around ablated craters after a single laser pulse. When
multiple laser pulses are overlapped, the crater rims also overlap and produce a surface roughness.
The rim appears to be a resolidified splash from a molten layer generated during the ablation
process. We estimate that this molten layer is a few micrometers thick and exists for a few
microseconds. During this melt lifetime, forces acting on the molten layer move it from the center

to the edge of the crater. @003 American Institute of Physic§DOI: 10.1063/1.1619560

Microchannels fabricated on glass have a growing im-beam. Following irradiation, the samples were analyzed with
portance in the miniaturization of microfluidic devices for a scanning electron microscop@EM).
chemical and biological micrototal-analysis systérisin Figure 1 shows the surface morphology of a microchan-
most cases, chips are fabricated using traditional multilayefel produced with 200 fs pulses at an average laser fluence of
and multistep photolithographic techniques. Laser microma0-12 J/mm. The laser beam was delivered to the surface by
chining using ultrashort pulses offers a single-step metho@ '0Ng working distance objective lerislitutoya, 5, nu-

for direct writing of microchannels in glass® Using this merical aperature0.14) attached to a microscope. The fo-

. . . . 2
laser ablation technique, it is possible to fabricate geometriegysed beam has a Gaussian spatial beam profile witea 1/

with variable depth and high aspect ratio that cannot be%(;?nT:éetrhgfeil'&fm att t.he surface of rt]he :)argett. We per-
achieved through traditional microlithographic techniques. b 4 periment in a vacuum chamber at a pressure
elow 10 * mbar. The channel was produced by moving the
Recently, ultrashort laser pulses have been used to m%’ample with a scanning speed of 1.5 mn/ad kHz laser
o Hépetition rate, so that the average number of pulses overlap-
cate glass and fused siliéd. However, the authors report ing on the same spot was about 6. The resulting channel has
that micrometer-size features are formed inside the channels 9.6 ,m width and about 2.5um depth. The most pro-
and that the walls of the ablated surfaces are not sm@oth nounced feature of the microchannel surface morphology
example is shown in Fig.)1To better control the microma- shown in Fig. 1 is the micrometer-scale roughness.
chining process using ultrashort laser pulses it is necessary to To better understand the source of this surface roughness
understand the formation mechanism of these small surfacse studied how the glass surface responds to irradiation with
features. In this letter, we investigate the surface morphologgparsely overlapped single laser pulses. Figure 2 shows SEM
of single shot ablated craters and show how the interaction of
multiple overlapping craters leads to surface roughness.
We carried out experiments on borosilicate glassl
mm thick, Precision Glass and Optics, Dtdalso known as
Borofloat™ and Corning 7740, whose chemical composition
is 81% SiQ, 13% B,03, 2% Al,03, 4% NagO. The sub-
strates were cleaned ultrasonically with alcohol before the
experiments. After laser ablation, the debris was removed by
placing the sample in an ultrasonic bath with a 0.5 M sodium
hydroxide (NaOH) solution (a very weak etchanffor about
20 min.
We irradiated the glass samples with near-infra#&@D—
800 nn) femtosecond100-200 f$ laser pulses from a re-
generatively amplified Ti:sapphire laser. The surface of the

sample was positioned normal to the direction of the inciden€IG. 1. Surface morphology of a microchannel fabricated on borosilicate
glass using 780 nm and 200 fs laser pulses. The channel jg9®ide and
about 2.5um deep. The number of overlapping pulses was abbub and
¥Electronic mail: adela@stanford.edu the average laser fluence Wag=0.12 J/mm.
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FIG. 3. SEM images of a crater generated with a single 800 nm and 100 fs
FIG. 2. SEM images of crater rims generated by overlapping laser pialses |aser pulse(a) The whole crater at 3000magnification andb) a higher
two pulses andb) three pulses of 800 nm and 100 fs. The laser fluence wasesolution SEM image (30 000magnification) focused on the rim formed
Fo=0.34 J/mm. The numbers correspond to the order of the incident laseraround the crater. The laser fluence Was=0.34 J/mm.
pulses.

images of overlapping craters produced by single 100 fs Iasépe -surface and .that surroupds a sr-noof[h cente_r. _Part of the
pulses at an average laser fluence of 0.34 Jnithe laser 'IM is shown at higher magnification in Fig(t8. This image

was focused with a 250 mm focal length lens to a spot size ofuggests that t_he rimis a rgsolldlfled splash of a molten layer
about 30m. We performed these experiments in air at at-9enerated during the ablation process. -
mospheric pressure. Two features stand out in this figure, [N ultrafast laser ablation, the rapid energy deposition in
First, a thin rim surrounds the craters. Second, when anothéh€ material allows material removal before significant heat-
pulse irradiates a previously formed crater, a new rim isng Of the bulk material occurs. Nevertheless, as we demon-

diffraction of light plays a role in the formation of multiple the ablated area. If the melt lifetime is long enough, forces
rims.’ acting on the fluid can drive molten material from the center

Figure 2a) clearly shows that the second rim continu- t0 the edges of the crat2ifo estimate the thickness and the
ously follows the first one on the ablated side of the firstlifetime of the molten layer, we next analyze the absorption
crater. The second laser beam diffracts through the edges oftd the laser energy and its dissipation through a one-
previously formed crater and therefore creates a modulatedimensional heat conduction calculation.
light intensity at the bottom of the crater due to the interfer-  In dielectric materials, incident laser energy is absorbed
ence of the diffracted light in the near field. The second rimthrough nonlinear processesnultiphoton and avalanche
may therefore be a result of the modulated intensity distribuionization.>*® Perry etal® showed that far above the
tion of the second laser pulse near the edges. ablation threshold fluence F&5-10y, where Fy,

When a third pulse irradiates two previously overlapping= 0.02 J/mn for fused silica, a large portion of the energy
craters, as shown in Fig.(®, micrometer-scale organized is reflected back from the sample. At a laser irradiance of
features appear along the rim. As the number of overlapping 0" W/mn? they calculate the reflectance of a fused silica
pulses increases, the interplay between rim formation andurface to be around 70%. We used a similar laser irradiance,
diffraction results in the surface microfeatures observed irand therefore we assume that on average 30% of the incident
Fig. 1. Let us next examine the formation of a single rimenergy is absorbed by the borosilicate glass.
surrounding an ablation crater. The laser energy is absorbed by electrons and then trans-

Figure 3 shows a SEM image of a crater generated witlierred to the lattice on the time scale of a few picoseconds,
a single 100 fs laser pulse at a fluence of 0.34 Fifine  after which heat diffusion into the material begins. Simulta-

image shows a circular rim that is raised 50—100 nm abovaeously, the ionized material is removed away from the sur-
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face in the form of an expanding high pressure plasma. Nuvery high, typically millions of atmospheres and drops to
merical simulation® of the fluid and thermal dynamics of a ~10 atm during the first microsecond of its expansidfihe
laser-induced plasma on an aluminum target irradiated witlpressure gradients are particularly large at the edges of the
100 ps laser pulses show that a few microseconds after irrablated crater because of the plasma/air interface. Because of
diation, about 70% of the absorbed energy is used by théhese large pressure gradients, we might expect a very fast
expanding plasma to move the ambient gas. About 20% ofise of a thin rim at the edges of the melted surface. The very
the absorbed energy is lost in radiation and only 10% of ithin tendrils emanating from the outside of the rim might
remains in the target as thermal energy. therefore be a result of a very fast rising rim, which became

Assuming a similar energy partition in our experimentsunstable and subsequently resolidified on the surface. In a
we can estimate that less than 3% of the incident laser enerdgllow-up study, we performed a theoretical analysis to
(i.e., 10% of the absorbed enejgig available to heat the model the free-surface evolution of the molten matéfial.
undamaged material. Therefore, at an incident laser fluendeor the conditions indicated earlier, the results predict that
of 0.34 J/mn (Figs. 2 and Bless than 0.01 J/mhgoes into  the time necessary for a pressure-driven flow to form a rim is
heating of the material. Because glass does not have a lateoit the same order of magnitude as the melt lifetime.
heat of melting, all of this energy goes into melting. We can  In conclusion, we investigated the origin of the surface
calculate the average melting depth,, from h,  roughness of femtosecond laser ablated borosilicate glass mi-
~F,/TwpC,, whereF,=0.01 J/mn is the portion of the crochannels. We find that an interplay between light diffrac-
absorbed laser fluence that goes into heatipg;2.23  tion and flow of molten material cause the surface roughness.
X 10° kg/m?*? is the densityC,=1250 J/kg K® is the spe-  The morphology of the single-pulse ablated areas reveals the
cific heat at an average temperatureTef 900 K, andT,,  existence of an elevated rim surrounding smooth craters.
=1500 K!? s the working point of glass, defined as the tem-From these observations, we suggest that a very thin melt
perature at which the glass can be easily formed and sealezone(a few microns thickexists during the ablation process
This calculation yields a molten layer of thickness,  and that during the melt lifetimé few micronsecondsthe
~2.4um at the irradiated surface below the expandingmolten fluid moves from the center of the crater to the edge
plasma. depositing a thin rim around the ablated area.
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